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LESSON 4 : Kinship System - lmmediote Fomily

Lokolo is rich in the expression of relotionship Men ond women

often use entrirely different words for ihe some degree of relotionship'

These words connot be interchonged' The children of o fomily opply the

word "foiher" (ote) io both their reol foiher ond to oll his brothers' ond ore

colled "children" by them ln o like monner, they oddress os mother

(ino) both their reol (biologicol) mother ond oll of her sisiers' ond ore

colled 'children" by them. Only the sisters of one's fother ore "ounts ond

oniy +he brothers ol one s molher ore "uncles '

The sons ond doughlers of two or more brolhers ore consequent y

"broihers- ond "sislers" to one onother, ond the children of two or more

sisters ore likewise "brolhers'ond sisters" to one onother' Hence' only the

children of brolhers ond sisters ore "cousins" to one onoTher'

Relotionships os Expressed by Moles ond Femoles

tunkosilo
mitunkosiio, or tunkosilo kln
nilunkosilo kin
tunkositk'u kin
tunkosiloyo

uncl
unci kin, or unciwoye kln

nikunsi kin
kunsitku kin

uncryo

ole
otekin, or otewoye kin

niyole kin

olkuku kln

grondfother
my grondfother
your grondfoiher
his/her grondfother
to hove for a grondfoiher

grondmolher
my grondmorner
your grondmother
his/her grondmother
to hove for o grondmother

(lglheD
fother
my folher
your folher
his/her fother
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oteyo

ino kin, or inowoye
nihun kin
hunku kin
inoyo

1o have for o fother

(molher)

motner
kin my molher

your moTner
his/her mother
io hove for o mother

(child I either o son or o douglher)
micinco kin
nicinco kin
cinco kin
unkicinco kin
unkicincopi kin
nicincopi kin
cincapi kin

tokojo
mitokojo kin
nitokojo kin
tokojokpoku kin

cinks, or cinksi
micinksi, or micinksi kin
nicinksi kin
cinco kin. or cinksitku kin
cinksiyo

cunks, or cunksi
micunksi, or micunksi kin

my child
your child
his/her child
our child
our children
your children
their children
to hove for o child

(erondchi ld)
grondchi ld
my grondchild
your grondhild
his/her grondchild
to hove for o grondchild

(son)

son
my son
your son
his/her son
'lo hove for o son

(douqhter)

doughter
my doughler
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nicunksi kin
cunwintku kin
cunksiyo

mihigno kin
nihigno kin
hignoku kin
hrgnoyo

mitowin, or mitowicu kin
nitowin, or niiowicu kin
tcwicu kin
TOWTCUyO

ciye
ciye, or ciyewoye kin
niciye kin
ciyeku kin
ciyeyo

iiblo
tiblo, or mitiblo kin
niiiblo kin
libloku kin
tibloyo

misun
misunkolo kin
nisunkolo kin
sunkoku kin
sunkoyo

your doughter
his/her doughler
to hove for o doughter

(husbond) A femole would sov:
my husbqnd
your husbcnd
her husbcnd
to hove for o husbond

(wife) A mole would soyi

(vounger brolher) Both mole ond femole would sov:

my wife
your wife
his wife
to hove for o wife

(o mole's older broiher)
older brother
my older brother
your older brother
his older brother
to hove for on older brother

(o femole's older brother)
older brother
my older brother
your older brother
her older brolher
to hove for on older broiher

younger brother
my younger brother
your younger brolher
his/her younger brother
to hove for a younger brother
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TOnKSI

m ionksi  k in
ni tonksi  k in
tonksi tku k in
TO nKStyO

TONKO

milonko kin,
ni to n ko k in
tonkoku kin
TO nkoyo

The to lowing ore verbs thot

ierms, These verbs exPress o lorm
going oi  d f ferent Ploces,

(o mo e's older s ister)
o der s ster
my older s ister
your o der s is ler
his oider s ster
io hove for on older s ister

(o f  emo!e's older s is ier)

cuwewoye Krn
o cer s lsTer
my older s is ier
your older s is ier
her o der s ister
to hove for on older s ister

(vounoer s ster)  A mole would sov
younger s ls ler
my younger s lsTer
your younger s sTer
hls/her Younger s s ler
to hove for o Younger s ister

(younger s ister)  A femole would soyl

or tonko woye kin

younger srsTer
my younger srsrer
your younger srs1er
ner younger s sTer
to hove for c younger s lster

TO NKC

mitonke kin
ni to nke kin
tcnkeku kin
TOnKeyo

CUWC

cuwe kln,  or
ntcuwe K n
cuweku kln
cuweyo

ccn be used with the previous kinship

of mot ion such os orr iv ing,  com ng ond
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iyovo
ibtobto (e)
ilalo (e)
iyoyo (e)

ryoyopl
i lo lopj
unkiyoypi

y-o
bto (e)
to (e)
yo (e)

yopi
lopl
unyopi

vinkie
mnin kte
nin kte
yin Ke

yopi kte
lopi kie
unyopi kte

Tha 
^^. t  ^^r l

person srngulor con
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\ /arh.r l  

- . \^ i r  

r . t . t t i / rnc

oost tense of "to go"
I wenT
you went
he/she wenl

lhey went
you oll went
we oll wenl

Dresent iense of 'to oo
I om gorng
you ore going
he/she is going

they ore going
you oll ore going
we oll ore going

future tense of 'to co"
I will go
you will go
he/she will go

they will go
oll of you will go
we oll will 90

fulure tense of "to go' in the first, second ond third
olso be combined os :

iblomin kte
Econi iblomnin kte.

ilonin kte
Tohon ilonin kio he/how?

iyoyin kie
Tohon iyoyin klo he/how?
Econi iyoyin kle yelyelo.

nl
wohl
yohi
nt

lwi l l  go
I will go soon.

you will go
When will you go?

he/she will go
When will he/she go?
He/she will go soon.

lo orrive here (present locotion)
I orrive here
you orrrve nere
he/she orrives here



hipi
yahlpi
unhipi

j
woi
yai
i

tp l
yorpl
unkipi

gx
wogl l
yogl l
sl i

yogl ip i
unglipi

kl
wokl
yokl
kl

kipi
yokipi
unkipi
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they orrlve here
you oll orrive here
we oll orrive here

to orrive there (some ploce else)
I orrive there
You orrive there
he/she orrives there

ihey orrive there
you oll orive there
we oll orrive there

to orrive home (generol locolion)
I orrive home
you orflve home
he/she orrives home

they orrive home
you oll orrive home
we oli qrrive home

to orrive home (there)
I orrive home
you ornve home
he/she orrives home

they orrive home
oll of your orrive home
we oll orrive home
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owoyowo
mosoPiye
oionwohe
owocekrye

okujo tipi
owotetipi
iipi

Vocobulory : Generol Ploce Nouns

scnool
store
lown
cnurcn

hospitol
resTouronT
nouse, nome

iuktel
tokiyo
TUwO

eklo
TOnOn
tohonl

econl
wonno
lehonl

enonnl
tokiyoni
yonko

UN
nokes,
nohonh ci

Addit ionol Vocobulory

where (specific)
where (generol)
who

TO, OT
when (post)
when (future)

soon
now
now

in the posl
nowhere
to sii, to be

TO DE
just now
noT yer

Exercises
lisfen lo lhe fope tirsl ond complele lhe remoining exercises.

L Tokiyo lo he/hwo? Where ore you going?
ta ble yelyelo. lom going to

Niyote kin tokiyo iyoyo he/hwo? Where hos your fother oone?
Tokiyonni. tiyoto yonko yelyero. Nowhere, he is ot hom6.

Nihun kin tokiyo iyoyo he/hwo? Where hos your mother gone?
Tokiyonni, iiyoto yonko ye/yelo. Nowhere, she is ot home.

tokiyo iyoyo he/hwo? Where hos _ gone?
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3.

5.

Tokiyonni, tiyoio yonko yelyelo.

Wonno mosopiyeto lo he/hwo?
Hon, wonno mosopiyeio blo
yelyelo,
Hiyo, wonno mosopiyeto
ble sni.
Ehonni woi yelyelo.

Wonno owoyowolo lo he/hwo?
Hon, wonno owoyowolo blo
yelyero,
Hiyo, wonno owoyowoto
ble sni.
Ehonni wai yelyelo.

Wonno _ to lo he/hwo?
Hon, wonno -  to blo
yelyelo,
Hiyo,  wonno _ to
ble sni, Ehonni woi yelyelo.

Tohan yohi he/hwo?
Noke! wohi yelyelo.

Tohon yohi he/hwo?
Ehonni wohi yelyelo.

Tohon yohi he/hwo?
wohi yelyelo.

Otonwoheto yoi he/hwo?
Hon, otonwoheto woi yelyelo.
Hiye, otonwoheio woi sni
yelyero.
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Nowhere, _ is ot  home,

Are you going 10 the siore now?
Yes, I om going to the slore now.

No, I om not going to the slore now.

I olreody went.

Are you going to ihe school now?
Yes, I om going io the school now.

No, I om not going io the school now.

I olreody went,

Are you going to the - now?
Yes, lom going to the
now.
No, I om not going to
now. I olreody wenl.

Tne

When did you orrive here?
I just not orrived.

When did you orrive here?
I orrived eorlier.

When did you orrive here?
lorr ived

Did you go io town?
Yes, I wenl to lown.
No, I did not go to town.

to he/hwo? Did you go 10 (the)yoi
to
to

HOn, _
Hiyo, -ye/yelo.

woi yelyelo, Yes, I went to (the)
wor snl No, I did not 90 to (lhe)

Ino iohon gli he/hwo?
Ino nokes gli yelyelo.

Unci tohon gli he/hwo?

Unci nohonh'ci gli sni yelyelo.

When did mother orrive home?
Mother just now orrived home.

When did grondmother orrive come
home?
Grondmother hosn't come home

When did
yet.

tohon gl i  he/hwo? orrive home?



gl i  ye/ye lo.
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oTf lveo nome.

7. Tuwo owocekiyelo yin kio he/hwo? Who will go io ihe church?
Mitiblo kin owocekiyeta yin kte ye. My older brolher wiil go to the

church. (femole)

Tuwo owotetipiio yin k1o he/hwo? Who will go 10 ihe reslouront?
Cuwewoye kin owotelipito yinkte My older sister will go the
ye, restouront. (femole)

Tuwo _ to yin kto he/hwo? Who will go to lhe
__ kin to y in k le ,  wi l l  go to the

y e/  ye ro.

This is lhe conclusion of Lesson 4. lf you feel you hoven'f mostered lhe
moteriol, you moy sfop lhe fope qnd go bock to the beginning of the
lesson. Repeqf unfil moslery of lhe moteriol is ochieved.


