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Soucn Longuoge Fomlly

lntroduction

Siouqn longuoge Fomily :
lokoto ond Reloled Longuoges qnd Diolects

by Jonetle K. Murroy

The Lokoto longuoge todoy is spoken by thousonds of  Sioux
people iiving primodly in South Dokoto west of lhe Missouri River. Leorning
'ihe longuoge can be both informol ond formol, Chjldren growing up on
lhe Sioux reseNolions moy leorn the longuoge ot home, in formol lessons
whiie oliending elementary ond high school, or ot one of the tribol
coleges.

The ierm 'Sioux'  is  used to refer to oeoole of  s imi lor  ethnic
bockgrounds ond lncludes not only the Lokoto speokers, but olso the
Dokoio speokers. The ierm 'Sioux'wos first recorded by Jeon Nicolet, o
French fur troder, on his visit to'lhe Winnebogos of Green Boy in 1640. The
Ojibway, whose longuoge is in the Algonquion fomlly colled the tribes to
lhe west nodowe-is-iw-ug which the French further cofiupted lo
Nodueslu. Nadowe meons odder or enerny, is meons lesset ot smoller
ond lw-ug meons they ore. I

The Siouon Longuoge Fomily is o very lorge group which hos mony
subdlvisions. Albert Gollolin, Svnopsis of the Indion Trjbes within lhe united
Stoies Eost of  the Rockv Mountoins.  ond in the Br i l ish ond Russion
Possessions in Norlh Americo (i836), wos the first lo use the 'Siouon' fomily
designol ion which he div ided into the winnebogos, the'Dohcotoh
proper 'ond Assiniboins,  lhe lv l in i tor is,  ond the Osoges ond souihern
kindred kibes ( i ,e.  Degiha- speokers),  He ideni i f ied the'Dohcoioh
propef os the Nldewokonlons, Wohpetons, Wohpekules, ond Sissetons
to lhe eost. ond the Yonklons, Yonktonois, ond Tetons to the wesi. In the
nexi mojor linguistic work, Indion Linguistic Fomilies of Americo Norlh of
Mexico, (1890) John Wesley Powell, odopted Gollotin's designotion of

I  Wil l iam K. Po.rers. Oelala Relision (Lincoln : Universi ly of Nebraska Press,
1975). p. 5.
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Siouon Longucge Fomiiy

Siouon, ond then opolied ihe subcloss 'Dokoio' to lhe Soniees, Yonklons,
Yonktonois ond Telons.

The clcssificoiions ond terminoiogy opplied to longuoge becomes
increosingly confusing os vorjous scholors seemed to mlx inguist c, triboi,
ond geogrophicol distinctions Fronz 6oos, eminent scholor ct Columbio
University, who dominoted ethnologicol sludies of lhe Notive Amer con
tribes for holf o century, referred io 'Dokoio' os o longuoge with the
fol lowing diolects -  Soniee, Yonklon. Teton ond Assiniboine 2 The
followlng clossificollon has been occepled by o number of scholors in
modern times.

Sontees (Eostern Sioux)

Dqkoto

Mdewokonlons. Wohpelons
Wohpekutes,  Sissetons

Yonklon (Middle Sioux)

Clossificoiion
/ :a^^r^^hi^^ l

Diolect

Sub bonds

Geogrophicol

Diolect

Sub bonds

al6^^.^^hi^^ l

Dioleci

Handbook of Nonh American
Bullerin, No. 40. pt 1

Nokoio

Yonkions, Yonkiono.s, A ssrn boi.s

Te ions Mestern Sioux)

LOI(OrO

Oglolo, Sicogus, Hunkpopos, lMnikowoju
Sihosopo, Oohenunpo, ltozipco

Al ihor,gh the'e seen's lo be l i f t le quesl ion thot the Tetons ore
definitely Lokoto ond refer to themselves as such ond thot ihe Sontees
ore Dokolo. there is sonle quesiion obout the Yankions. According to

1 Powers.  p.8
- Boas. Franz and John R. Swdnron. Srouan. ln
Indian Laneuaees. Bureau of American Ethnology
Washingron, DC.
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S ouon Longuoge Fom ly

Roymond DeMol l ie,  the Yonkton ond Yonktono s ore olso Dokotol

however,  n phonolog col  coniext ,  the prominent eL of  the Sontee
become ! .

L ike her menior Fronz Boos, El lo De or o,  o ingu st  who wos herse f

Dokoto,  referred to ihe four d o ects of  Dokoto os Yonkton, Sontee, Teton

ond Assiniboine in her eor ly work. 'Loter,  she referred 10 the dio ects in th is

woyi  Teton soy Lokoto;  Yonkton ond Sontee soy Dokoto.  Assiniboine, o

k ndred dic lect  soys Nokoto Accord ng lo De or o.  the f r is l  three -  the

dio ects of  ihe Sontee, Teton, ond Yonkton -  ore mutuo ly intel l ig ib e,  ond

therefore,  t rue dio ects.3
Rev. Eugene Buechel ,  who siudied onguoge on both the Pine Ridge

ond Rosebud reservot ions,  o so ogrees wi ih Delor io,  "The Dokoto tongue hos

three dio ects the Lokoto,  Yonkton. ond Dokoto,  w th o fourth s ister d alecl

in the Assin ibolne. "a

By for the lorgesi  group of  speokers ore the Lokoto ncluding ol l  of  the

Sioux locoied west of  the Missour i  River,  At  the t ime of  the breol ,  up of

the Greot Sioux Reservot ion,  the Teions were composed of

seven div is ions ond the r  descendonts now reside on six reservot ions in South

Dokoto.

Teton (Proir ie Dwel lers)
Oglolo ( they scotter thelr  own)
Slcong u (burned thighs)

Hunkpopo (end of  lhe c i rc le)

l\,4nikowozu (plonters beside the streom)

Pine Rldge Reservot on
Rosebud Reservot lon
Lower Bru le
western holf of the Stonding
Rock Reservotion
Cheyenne River Reseruot on

iRaynlond J.  DeMal l ie,

Hassr ick and RaymoDd J.

Ve(r  i ' . \  d1 a Proud NrI iun.  cd Glenn E. Markoc. Rol i l  B.

DcMal l ie (Bur l lnton. VT: Robert  Hul l  Flcming Muscum, 1986),

p.21.
I  El la Delor ia,  Speaking oi  Indians (Vermil lon: Univcrsi l l ,  of  South Dakota. DakoIa Press. 1979).

p.  v.
r  El la Delof ia.  I - . Ikol  wacazeyatopi rva (Dakora Terms for Muscunr Objects:  Being .  Studr- a.d

Recordjng ol  Pert inent Mater ials).  Unpubl ished manuscf ipt  cor.missioned by the Indian Af ls and

Cralrs Board,  washlngton. DC. 1961.
l  Rev. Eugene Buechel.  Lakora Engl ish Dicr ionarv (Pinc Ridge: I ied Cloud Indi.rn School and Hol)

Rosafy Mission. 1970),  p.  16.
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Shoso po (block feel)

Oohenupo ( iwo kett le)

I tozipco (wi thout bows)

Souon Longuoge FomiY

eostern hol f  of  the Stond ng

Rock Reservot ion
Cheyenne River
ReselVot ion
Cheyenne R ver
Reservot on

Todoy, there ore olso Lokoto speokers on the Wood Mountoin

Reserve in Soskotchewon who ore descendonts of  Si t t ing Bu l 's  bond

The Sontee-speoking Dokoto l ive oi  the Sontee Reservol  on in

Nebroskoi  the S sseton/Wohpeton (Loke Troverse) Reservot ion ond

Flondreou in South Dokotol  Redwood Fol ls,  N/or ion ond Groni te Fo s ond

Proir ie ls lond in Minnesotoi  ihe Fort  Peck Reservot on in Montono j  ond the

Devi  's  Loke Reservot on in Nor ih Dokoto,

The Dokoto speokers.  who f led lVinnesoto of ter  the Mlnnesoto

Upris ng, o so l ive ot  Stonding Buffolo Reserve, Round Ploins Reserve'  ond

White Cop Reserve in Soskotchewcn ond ot  Sioux Voi  ey Reserve'  Birdtoi l

Reserve. Ook Loke Reserve, Dokoto Plains Reserve ond Dokoto Tipi

Reserve in Moni iobo
The Yonkton speoking Dokoto ive ot  the former Yankton

reservot ion,  now center ing oround Greenwood, the Fort  Thompson

reservot on ( formerly Crow Creek reservot ion) In Souih Dokoto;  ot

Connonbol l  (on ihe North Dokoto s ide of  the Stond ng Rock reservot ion) '

the Devi  's  Loke Reservot on in North Dokotor ond oi  Fort  Peck in Montono

The Assiniboines cre ot  the Fort  Peck ond Fort  Belknop ReseTvot lons In

Montono.
The studv of  ihe longuoge of  North Americon Lndions hos been

undertoken by mony non ndions for vcrous reosons n the eor ly lg ih

century.  mlssionor les studied ond leorned the longouoge of  the Sioux

tr ibes ln Minnesoto Terr i tory ond Dakoto Terr i iory os o necesscry

Drereou si te to iheir  m ssion work About ihe turn of  ihe century '  the

federol  government recognized the need for occurote scienl  f lc

nformot ion ob,out the ves. customs, bel iefs ond Longuoges of  the lndion

ir ibes inhob t  ng the Greot P o ns ond the West Congress'  through the

Delor ia.  manuscr ipt ,  PP. 2 -  - l
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Bureou of Americon Ethnology, commissioned o number of scholors to
study these diverse iribes ond to publish thelr findings ln o series of
bulletins ond onnuol reports, After the 1930 s English come io be the
dominote longuoges used in the schools ond oiher reservotion ogencies.
Notive longuoge reseorch become the province of universiiy troined
scholors working in field or opplied linguisiics.

There ore two mojor periods of longuoge study of Dokoio/Lokoio
longuoge though they ore closely reloled ond somewhot overlopping.
The first studies were the publicotions of the missionories 1o the Soniee in
the io l ter  port  of  rhe r .ne'eenth century.  The secono group of
publicotions deol moinly wiih the Teton ond were sponsored by ihe
Bureou of Americon Ethnology from obout 1890 to 1932,

Missionorjes begon their work omong the Sontee living in Minnesoio
in the 1820s ond 1830's.  Joseph Renvi l le,  of  French ond Indion descent,
estoblished o troding posi ct Loc que Porle on the Minnesoto River in 1826,
As wos happening lhfoughout the frontier, the troders were soon foilowed
by'lhe missionories. In l834,Somuel Pond ond his brother Gideon left their
Connect icut  v i l loge to sel t le onnong the Sioux for the purpose of
converiing them to Christioniiy even though ihey did not hove the support
of ony church group. The broihers encountered ihe Sioux living ot Proirie
de Chien in whoi wcs then Minnesoto Terdtorv. Loier ihev moved io Loke
Coihoun. They began their work quite simply by osking the Indions os well
os ormy olficers in ihe oreo, Doko'io words for objects ond ploces. They
composed o number of word lists in this foshion.

In 1836, Gideon Pond went to Renville s oost oi Loc oue Porle where
he met Dr,  Thomos Wil i iomson. o physic ion serving ol  lhe Episcopol
Missionory. A yeor loter Rev. Slephen Re'turn Riggs joined the 'Dokoto
Mission.' The Pond brothers ossisted both Wi liomson ond Riggs in
leorning Dokolo. They begon by ironsloling hymns ond simple Bible
slories. Their most ombitious project wos tronsloting both the New
Testomeni ond lhe Old Testomenl into Dokoto.r

Ello Delorio gives ihrs description of how the work proceeded I

I  John D. Nicholas. " lnlroduction, '  in Stephen Rctum Rigts, Dakota Crammar.
Texrs. and Ethnosraohv (Minneapolis : Ross & Haines. 1973), pp. 2-4.

(5)
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It is o log house, omple ond mony roomed' for li is the

home of the French ond Dokoto lroder' Renville' o mon of

keen intelleci, though wilhout ony schooling to speok of ond

wiihout ony fluency in English ln o bore room with flickering

condlelight he sits hour on hour of on evening ofter o hord

doy of monuoi work Dr Riggs ond his helpers ore ocross Tne

toble from him. They ore working on the ironslotion' l ' l rs o

biessing incolcuoble for  o l l  Dokoto missions thoi  Dr '

Wi l l iomson ond Riggs ore scholors.  One of  them reoos o

verse ln Hebrew, lf i. l is from ihe Qld Testomenti or in Greek, if

from ihe new. He ponders its essence, stripped of idiom' ond

lhen he gives it in French Renville, receiving lt lhus ln his

folhels civil ized longuage, now thinks it through very corefully

ond ot length turns ii oul ogoin, this time in his mother s

tongue. Slowly ond pot ient ly he repeols i l  os of len.  os

nee-ded while Dr. Riggs ond the others wlite il down in 
-the

Dokoto phonetlcs olreody devised by the Pond brothers r

Rlggs ond Williomson worked togeiher for five yeors (1835 - 1840)

ond their Dokoto Grommor ond Dictionory wos prinled in l S52 Allhough

the litle poge noied Jhot the moteriol wos'collecled by the members ot

the Dokoto Mission' ond only ediied by Riggs, the Pond broihers felt ihey

hod not been given odequole credit for their pori in the coniribution 3

The dictronory wos expanded ond republished by the Bureou of

North Americon EthnologY in 1890

Ethnogrophy wos published by the U S. Geogrophicol Survey in 1893

Lisled os story tellers were lhree Dokoto speokers i lvlichoel Renviile the

son of Joseph Renville; Dovid Grey Cloud, o Presbytery preocheri ono

Jomes Gorvie, o teocher oi the Nebrosko Indion School estoblished by

Rev. Alfred Riggs, the son of Stephen Relurn Riggs The inclusion of these

siories wos significont becouse it morked the fjrst printing of noiive

speokers lelling their own stories in their own longuoge roiher thon Dokoto

tronslotions of Bibl:col stories
John Williomson, lhe son of Dr. Thomos Williomson' occomponied

the Sontee, who were forced oui of Minnesoto following the uprising of

1862 to their reservotion ot Crow Creek. He stoyed ot Crow Creek for seven

2
3

Ella Deloria, Speakins of lndians (New York : Friendship Press' 1944)' p l03

Nicholas. D. 4.
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yeors giving them insiructlons in religion ond wrlting iheir longuoge His

dictionorv wos orinted in I868, 1886, ond 1902

There con be no doubt thot  the dic l ionor ies,  grommors ond

ironslotions were of greot volue to the mony missions in the Dokotos lhey

cont inued to be used for more lhon 50 yeors.  However,  i t  musl  be

remembered thot ihe purposes of Riggs ond l-ris colleogues were no'i to
preserve the longuoge of ihe Dokoto, but to use lhe longuoge os o

vehicle for bringing obout ihe ironsition from Dokoto to Engllsh. Llke olhers

of his time, Riggs wos convinced thot the rood lo white civil izclion wos ihe

only solvotion for the Indlon. In the 'Ethnogrophy' Riggs wrote I

Let o well-orronged severolty biil be enocted into low.
ond Indions be guoronieed clvil righis os olher men. ond they
wi l l  soon ceqse to be Indions. The Indion i r ibes of  our
contlnenl moy become erlinct os such; but if this exlinction is
brought obout by int loducing them inio c iv i l izot ion ond
Chrisiionity ond merging them into our greot notion, which is
.6^ai\/r^^ ̂ ..roti^n< f.^rn oll olhers, who will deplore the
result? Roiher let us lobor for it, reolizing thoi if by our efforis
'ihey ceose io be Indicns ond become fellow citizens lt will be
our glory ondtoy. I

The missioncrjes who went fodher west to work omong'ihe Tetons

built upon the lobors of iheir brothers who begon with the Dokoto.
Fother Eugene Buechel, o notive of Germony, begon hls ministry ot

the Holy Rosory Mission on the Pine Ridge reservclion in 1907 under the
ouspices of the Colholic Society of Jesus. He o so spent o number of
yeors ot St. Froncis Mission on ihe Rosebud reservotion. For neorly forty
yeors, he collected Lokoto words for o diclionary, He published o
detoiled grommoiicol study, A Grommor of Lokoio in 1939. His dictionory
of Lokoto wos not published until 1970, siKteen yeors ofier his deoth.

Voluoble os these missionory wo*s ore, they do hove iimiloiions os
linguislic studies. Dr. Fronz Boos of Columbio University commented on
Buechel's work. 'The onolysis of Dokoto in Buechel's Grommor is bosed
on lhe theory thot every sylloble hos o meoning. The orrongement is thot

of an English Grommor wiih Dokoto equivolents Since much of the

Dakola Crammar. Tcrls ard--Eo! ' p- 167.L Stephen Retum Riggs,

(7)
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moter io l  is  bosed on Bib col  t ronslot  ons ond proyers,  mony unid omoi ic

foTms occur.  "r

Fol low ng the Clv i  Wor,  ihe U S. governmeni iurned i ts ot tent ion to

ihe prob ems of  ihe western terr i tor ies The Bureou of  Indion Affoirs wos

greoiLy strengihened unt i l  the Bureou neor ly contro ed every ospecl  of

lndian l i fe.  Wh le the BIA focused on mclters of  odmin stroi ion.  the much

smol ler  Bureou of  Amer con Ethnology of  the Sm thsonion Inst i tut ion

concentroted on ihe documentot lon of  Indion cul ture,  re l ig ion,  customs

ond longuage. For f f ty- four yeors (1878 -  1932),  Congress ouihorzed

studies ond pubLished c ser ies of  bul  et ins ond cnnuol  reports The Bureou

of Ethnology ul i imotely produced 48 vo urnes of  ethnic popers.  som-o of

wh ch were contr ibuted by the U S, Geogrophicol  Survey Comm ss on

The lost  vo ume, o comprehensive index, wos publ  shed n 1932

One of  the f j rst  pub icoi ions of  the Bureou of  Amer con Ethnology

wos the " lndion Liguist ic Fomi es of  Amer co North of  Mexico'  comp ed

by J W. Powel in 1891, With comporot ivey few chonges Powel l 's  out ine

hos contnued to hold up to school ly investgot ions io the present tme

Jomes Owen Dorsey's Studv of  Siouon Cults wos publ ished by the Bureou

in l89l .  Dorsey wos o misslonory to the Ponco ndions in Nebrosko from

l87l  io 1873. He did comporotve studies of  the longuoges of  the Ponco,

Omoho, Konso, W nnebogo, ond Bi loxi ,  Unl ike other m sslonor es'  Dorsey

odopted on object ive opprooch io longuoge ond legends By h s own

exper ience he d scovered o pr nciple thot  Fronz Boos stressed with his

sludents of  I  nguis i ics,  " l t  is  sofer to et  the nd on tel l  h is own story ln his own

words rother thon to endecvor to quest ion him n such o monner os to

reveol  whot onswers ore desired or expected " '?Al though Dorsey did not

include ihe Dokoto/Lokoio texts os given by h s informonts,  he did c i te the

speokers os John Bruyier.  o Dakoto speoker.  ond George Bushotter ond

George Sword. Lokoto speokers.3
Jomes Mooney's work,

lndion oppeored in 1896 In his introduct ion.  Mooney wri tes,  "The mo n

L Franz Boas. .prefacc ,  in Franz Boa! and El la Dclor ja,  Dnk!1!GB]!-qd. Memolrs of tho Natronal

Acadcnr) of  Scienccs. xXlI I ,  2nd Memoif .  i919. p. v i i
r James O$,cn Dorse)-. A t!1u!lJ--!!LS j jt!3! ]:!.!!! (Scaltle: The Shore) Book Srore Faclmile

Rcproduct ion.  1972).  p.  365.
I  Dorsey, pp. 3 62- 363.
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purpose of the work is not linguisiic, ond os necrly every tribe concerned
speoks o differeni longuage from oll others, ony ciose iinguistic siudy
must be left to the philologisf. who con afford lo devote o year or more io
on individuol tribe. The only one of these libes of which the outhor cloims
intimole knowledge is the Kiowo.' i/ooney s Lokoto informonts nc ude
Americon Horse, Fire Thunder, ond George Sword - oll of the pine Ridge
reservotion, I With the exceplion oF some words ond phroses. Mooney
does not include ihe Lokolo teris of his lnformonts.

h 1917, the Americon Museum of Noturol Hisiory, published the.The
Sun Donce ond Olher Ceremonies of the Oglolo Division of the Teton
Dokoto'by J.R. Wolker,  Wolker wos o physic ion ot  the plne Ridge
Agency who become close friends wilh mony of the religious lecders.
Al though he did consul l  wi lh other informonis,  much of  Wokefs
nformotion wos derlved from George Sword, Sword, on Oglolo, wos o
member of  the lndion polce ot  the Pine Ridge Agency in the lB90's.
Ailhough he could neither speok nor write in English, he wrote poges ond
poges in old Lokoto using the phonelic forms. Wolker wrote of him,'He
wos o mon of morked obilily wiih o philosophicol irend for beyond the
overoge Oglolo, '  2 N,,1uch of  whot is known obout lhe socleTtes.
mylhology ond reiiglon of the Tetons before white coniocl is derived from
ihe Sword monuscripts.

Anolher very importoni study pubtished by the Bureou of Eihnotogy
wos Fronces Densmore's Teton Sioux Music in 1918. Densmore recoroeo
the words lo some Lokoto songs in the notive longuoge, bui most of her
text is in Engiish. Listed os informonts by Densmore ore Roberi Higheogle,
o groduote of  Hompton, ond Mrs.  Jomes Mcloughl in,  the Dokoto
speoking wife of fvlojor Mcloughlin 01 Stonding Rock ond mony singers
from Stonding Rock.3

Becouse of the depression in the 1930's ond chonges in federol
governmenl policies toword Indions, funds to the Bureou of Ethnology

I  James Mooney. The Chosl Dance Relision (Cloriera, NM : Rio Crande press,
l9?3), pp. 654-6s5.
z J. R. Walker, " lntroduction' ro 'The Sun Dance and Oder Ceremoties of lhe
Oglala Division of the Teton Dakota." An!hronological Paners of the American
Muscum of Narural Hisrorv (XVI, I I ,  19l7), 51.
3 Frances Densmore, Telon Sioux Music (New York : De Capo Press. lg72r, p. .t.

(e)
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ceosed in 1932. Neveriheless. the reporis written for the Bureou contoin o
weolth of informoiion obout the Sioux. Even lhough scho ars dld not
include ihe or ig inol  longuoge versons in their  publ  coi ions,  mony of  lhe
monuscripts ore preserved ln the Museum collecilon.

Reseofch in Indion onguc!;es entered o new phose in the 1930s
under ihe direct ion of  Fronz Boos of  Columbio Universl ty In the
introduction to the Hondbook of Americon Ind on Lonouooes published in
l9l I by fhe Bureou of Arnericon Ethnology. Boos gives o 'cleor slotemeni
of  fundomenloi  fheory ond of  bosic melhodologicol  pr inclples which
demonstro'fe the inodequocy of the od methods ond poinl to new polhs
of reseorch whlch \^,efe io eod to impresslve results.' Bosicolly Boos
stressed thol  thorough knowledge of  ihe longuoge wos the key to
undersionding eveMhing else ' we must insist ihot o commond of
the longuoge is on indrspensoble meons of  obtoining cccurote ond
thorough knowledge. becouse much lnformoi ion con be goined by
liste -lng to conversolions of the nclives ond by toking pori in their doily life,
which to lhe observer who hos no commond of ihe longuoge. w ll remoin
inoccessible. '  I

Boos wos conversont in Dokoto ond Lckoto. but he lrusled more to
ihe outhority ofthe notive speoker thcn iolhelngust. ln 1929, Boos otfered
Ello Delorio o posiiion os Dokoio longuqge reseorcher in eihnology ond
linguistics in the Depodment of Anthropology ot Coiumbio University.

EIlo Delorio wos born in 1888 in the White Swon district of the Yonklon
reservotion, Soon ofter her birih, her molher reiurned io the Stonding Rock
reservation to rejoin her husbond, ihe Rev. Philip Delor o. the Episcopol
missionory to St. Elizobeth s Mission neor Wokpolo. SD.

h 1889, o yeor ofier Elio wos born, Sitiing Bull ond his followers
relurned from Conodo ond seitled down on the Grond River obout 30
miles west of the mission. There wos o greot deol of onxiety on ihe
reservotion ot thot time. The tronsition from o free hunling society to one
of forming ond ronching wos o diffrcult one. Ello's foiher trovelled to other
reservotions to ossisi wllh missionory efforts to estoblish schools.
According to the cusioms of her people, she wos cored for by o circie of

L Franz Boas. " lnlroducl ion'  Handbook of American Indian Lanquaees
(Liocoln :  Universi ty of Nebraska Press, 1966),  p.  57.
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grondporents, ounis, uncles ond couslns living neor the mission Mony

were oporehensive oboui  the presence of  so mqny soidiers ot  the

ogency in Fort Yotes ond so preferred io live in quieter commun tles

clustered clong ihe creeks ond rivers. Ello ond her sisler ond brother olten

stoyed ln her grondmother's fipi neor lhe mission ond grew to love the

stories ond legends of ihe elders.
Mcnv veors loter she wroie oboui  the obrupt chonges broughi

oboul by the reservoiion system. "ll gothefed its forces oui of sighl. ond it

sneoked uo on ihe people in o surprise otiock thol cough'i lhem en'fireiy

unorepored, Suddenly it siruck. it struck hord - in the moss sloughter of the

buffalo, in the Custer flght, in the klll ing of Siti ing Bull, ond finolly in thot

ghostly incident ot Wounded Knee in 189O, when lnnocent men, women,

ond children were mossocred. Those were lhe decisive blows, lhe deoth

- deoling shofts hurled in Teton Dokoto life, the finol reoson for chonge ' l

El lo grew up omong o lorge circ le of  f r iends ond relol ives.

speoking the Dqkoto diolect of her porents ond the Lokoio dioleci of the

HunkDooo of iheir mony friends ond relolives The Rlggs ond Williomson

books were her first iextbooks. As teochefs from the eost orrived ot lhe

misslon, she leorned io speok ond wri te in Eng ish os wel l .  She wos

n'ielligent, eoger to leorn, ond hod o nolurol foculty for longuoge leorning.

Afler compleiing secondory school ot All Soints School in Sioux Folls,

Delorio studied ot Oberlin College ond finolly ol Coiumbio Universify ( I913-

1914).2
After groduoiing from Columbio, she returned to South Dokoto ond

ioughi for o time ot St Elizobefh s ond All Soints School ln 1928, she wos

teoching ot  Hoskel l  Insi i tute ot  Lowrence, Konsos, when she wos

conlocled by Dr. Fronz Boos. Her posltion ot Hoskell wos not podiculorly

sotisfying, so she ogreed io occept the offe|io become o reseorcher'

Eoos orooosed thot she divide he|iime between field reseorch omong

ihe Dokotos ond ironsloting monuscripls ot Columbio,

Dr. Boos, ihe founder of linguistic ond onthropologicol studies of ihe

Americon Indion. wos on exocting scholor ond not on eosy person 10

1 Ella Deloria, Soeakins of Indians (New York : Friendship Press, 194'1)'  p'
2 Janetre K. Murray, Ella D€loria : A Biosraphical Sketch and Literary

A!g!J!!s Unpublished disserlal ion. Universi ly of Nonh Dako!a, 1974
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pleose, According 1o Ruth Bunzel who worked wiih Ello Delorio ol

Columbio,  Boos wos o very demonding professor '  Af ter  o few

introduclory leciures on melhods' students were seni nio lhe fleld lo do

reseorch. There were no speciol ollowonces mode for ihose who were

beginners or those with o defective bockground Boos could be 'prickly'

un; inding, of ten intoleront '  He wcs scornfui  of  d isogreemenls ond

stuoiditv. He volued his own outonomy greo'ily but wos ofien high-

honded wi lh his students.  ^He orronged f ie ld i r ips for  them wi ihout

consuliing them j he schemed ond moneuvered to get them positions

ond wos deeply hurt when they refused to occept his orrongements' But

he never wcvered in his loyoll 'y'io them, even when he disopproved of

them. ' I
Boos gove his sludents credit for the work they did He encourogeo

them to publish their own woi( under lheir own nomes

Ella Delorio wrole lnlee moior publicotions ond numerous oriicles

ond soeeches. Dokoto Texts,  publ ished in 1932'  is  o col lect ion of  64

legends in lhree diolects - Dokoio, Lokolo' ond Assiniboine - with ii ierol

ond free tronslotions, ll is sii l l the only book of iis kind Dokoto Grommor'

firsi published in 1939, is 175 poges of grommoticol onolysis of the Dokoto

longuoge in the cotegor ies of  phonet ics '  morphology ono synTox

Alihough there ore oiher grommors. thls is the only one writien by o notrve

soeoker which describes ihe languoge in terms of its own slructure rother

thon using the Engl ish cotegot ies os o bosis Soeokino of  Indions'

Dublished in 1944, is o sociologicol ond culturol hislory of the Yonldon lribe

from preJeservotion doys to the 1940's'

ln oddltion io her published works' Delorio's monuscripts include

toles, legends ond stories collected over o period of 40 yeors on the Sioux

reservotions in South Dokolo. Norih Dokoto' Minnesoto' Montono ond

Conodo, She recorded more thon 5,000 individuol entrees with ongrns ond

dioleci lc di f ferences ror o dict ionory '  She also conir ibuled her

nformoJion ond exper i ise io o number of  o lher scholors ono

onthropologists.

( tz)
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speok Lokoio, the emphosis will be on sound ond meoning The topes
ore your primory leorning tooli neverlheless, the wriiien lessons wlil be
useful for proctice.

The orthogrophy used in these lessons s thoi used in Buechels
dictionory, As you exomine other Lokolo wrillen works, you wlll see that
the writing systems ore somewhot different. The odhogrophy used by E lo
Delorio in Dokoto Texis, for exomple, hos o greot mony diocriticol morks
inciuding symbols represen' t ing pr imory ond secondory occenrs
Modern writers of Lokoio tend to use o mrnimum of d,ocrilics.

As you listen to lhe tope for Lesson l, concenirole on leorning the
sounds, but olso notice how the sounds ore reDresenied bV ihe wriiten
sYm Dors.

Becouse the purpose of these introductory lessons is to leorn to

(13)
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